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What If the Rulers Are Pianists? Piano Music as a Means of Diplomacy 
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This lecture-recital is about an archival piano album given to Queen Elizabeth of Romania (also known 
as Carmen Sylva) by the Ottoman Sultan Abdulhamid II as a gift for their shared interest in playing the 
piano. The album is significant as a means of cultural diplomacy. In this lecture-recital, the shared 
music-historical facts between the Ottoman Empire and Romania will be explained first. Then, an 
analysis of the content and the construction strategies of the piano album will be discussed, along with 
the performance of selected pieces from the royal collection. Recital Program:Ambassador’s Peshrev- 
notated by Dimitri Cantemir; Azizie March by Callisto Guatelli; Osmanie March by Callisto Guatelli; 
Nihavend Şarkı-i Duaiye (Prayer) by Rifat Bey; Hamidie March by Ahmed Nedjib Pasha; «Bir Nihal-i 
Huzurum» Muhayyer Sharki by Nihad Bey; Rast Military March by Ahmed Nedjib Pasha; Beste by 
Numan Agha; Peshrev Semai by Kanuni Merhum Omer Effendy; «Bu Hüsnile Ey Gonca» Sharki by 
Hasan Bey; «Ziver-i Efşan Ata» Sharki by Shakir Agha. 

View Presentation

Presenters

View Lecture Notes

http://www.wpta.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/EvrenKutlayWPCLectureNotes.pdf
https://youtu.be/cmKI39AEP20
mailto:%20evrenkutlay@gmail.com
http://@prof.dr.evrenkutla
http://@evrenkutlayofficialyoutube5334

