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Lecture-Recital: George Crumb’s Eine Kleine Mitternachtmusik  
(A Little Midnight Music) 

In 2001, pianist Emanuele Arciuli commissioned a group of composers to write variations based on jazz musician Thelonius Monk's classic  'Round 
Midnight.’  George Crumb (1929 - ) expanded the project into an entire suite. Though the work opens and closes with literal statements of Monk's tune, 
from the very beginning, we know that the music is the incomparable work of George Crumb, with its strummed strings, full usage of resonant inside the 
piano, typically harmonic language of Crumb, and his hallmark in musical quotations. Crumb cleverly threw quotes from Debussy's Golliwog's Cakewalk, 
Wagner's Tristan, and Till Eulenspiegel's Merry Pranks by Richard Strauss.  The work fuses jazz and Monk’s theme with Crumb’s harmonic language, but 
also interacts with European and American idioms and motifs.  
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