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View Lecture

An Examination of Genre and Pianistic Innovations in Ned Rorem’s Eight 
Etudes 

Ned Rorem, a Pulitzer Prize Winner, has written little piano solo music, though his main 
instrument as a performer is the piano. Most of this he composed during his early 
career, between 1948 and 1956. In 1975, he composed Eight Etudes for piano, in a 
radically different compositional style than his earlier piano solo music. The piece was 
commissioned by pianist Emanuel Ax, with a grant from the Edyth Bush Charitable 
Foundation, for the Bicentennial Piano Series of the Washington Performing Arts 
Society. Ax premiered the work at the Kennedy Center, in Washington, DC, on March 
13, 1976. Rorem extends the genre of etude in this work, showing new piano idioms 
with free expression of his music ideas. He essentially translates the etude genre into a 
suite. In this lecture, I will explore the compositional style of Rorem’s Eight Etudes, and 
how this style engages with the nineteenth- and twentieth-century traditions of the 
genre, with some attention to his earlier piano solo music.  Contact Presenter 
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