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Dr. Brianna Matzke's dynamic pianism shows “a sense of 
r e fi n e m e n t , fl a i r , a n d t e c h n i c a l 
prowess” (clevelandclassical.com). An avid performer and 
commissioner of new music, she has collaborated with many 
composers and appeared in concert at across the globe. 
Matzke is the founder and artistic director of an ongoing 
and widely-acclaimed commissioning initiative, called The 
Response Project, which asks composers to write music for 
piano in response to a pre-existing artwork or idea. 
Additionally, in 2021 Matzke was named CEO and President 
of the International Foundation for Contemporary Music, 
and appointed as Executive Director of the Cortona 
Sessions for New Music. Through these positions she works 
as an advocate for new music across the globe, leading an 
annual two-week long contemporary chamber music 
institute and assisting in the production of many projects, 
concerts, and recordings. In addition to performance and 
leadership, Brianna is a dedicated music educator and 
pedagogue. A Nationally Certified Teacher of Music (NCTM), 
she serves as Assistant Professor of Music at Wilmington 
College. She is founder and President of the World Piano 
Teachers Association Ohio Chapter and maintains an active 

presence as a member of the Music Teachers National Association. She holds degrees from the 
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music (CCM) and the University of Kansas. View Presentation

Arts Entrepreneurship 101

Innovation is key to succeeding in the modern-day marketplace as an artist and educator. You might be full of great ideas, but developing those ideas 
into something real can seem like an insurmountable challenge. On top of that, the arts funding world can be very confusing. Thankfully, I’ve been there, 
and I’ve worked out a tried and true method for overcoming such challenges. Aimed at artists and musicians working mainly in the United States 
economy, this session will provide six concrete steps to follow for a professional with a great idea to take it from conception to execution. 
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