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Bill received Bachelor’s degrees in Computer Engineering and Music from 
Mississippi State University. He finished his Master’s in Music from Louisiana State 
University and then proceeded to study Music Therapy at Colorado State University. 
He found that his singing skills were not that great and has since stayed in Fort 
Collins while working on his doctorate in piano performance at the University of 
Northern Colorado. He is currently working on his dissertation analyzing stylized 
piano pieces of the Haitian Meringue only recently released in digital format. In 2016 
he enjoyed traveling across Europe between music festivals in Italy and France, 
where he received lessons at the Pablo Casals Festival from Olivier Gardon of the 
Schola Cantorum de Paris. In 2017 Bill presented “An Assessment of Technical 
Exercises for Piano Majors” at the World Piano Conference in Serbia. In the summer 
of 2019 Bill served as the “Color Keyboardist” for the Bigfork Summer Playhouse in 
Montana where they rotated shows of Oklahoma, Seussical, The Wedding Singer, 
and Catch Me If You Can.
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Unconventional Rhythmic Notations in the Haitian Méringue

Stylized compositions of the Haitian méringue for the piano exhibit unconventional 
rhythmic notations to indicate a more relaxed rendition of the cinquillo rhythm in 
Haitian salon méringues, which hybridized elements of European salon styles with 
rubato into the style of Haiti’s national dance. Haitian composers devised the 
quintolet rhythm and special treatment of the 5/8 meter to set the relaxed five-beat 
syncopated rhythm with a slower syncopation than the cinquillo rhythm. These 
compositions also contain use of the Puerto Rican elastic tresillo rhythm, which also 
sets the five-beat syncopated rhythm with a relaxed syncopation. The five-beat 
syncopated rhythm embellishes the tresillo rhythm to add two notes in between 
each note of the tresillo rhythm. Though with the relaxed indication of these 
rhythms and meters, the embedded tresillo rhythm loses accuracy and requires 
correction against literal execution for the sake of the tresillo rhythm. 
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