Zixiang Zhao's Biography

Born in China, Zixiang Zhao (®XF£#H) is the President of
Music Composition Committee of the World Piano Teacher
Association (WPTA), the member of American Society of
Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) and the
Composition Lecture at Corona Conservatory in California.

As a composer, Zhao’s music talents were shown when he
was young. He began studying piano at the age of four, and
his song was published in Taiwan’s music magazine, China
Musical Education Journal when he was eight years old. In
addition, he composed dozens of piano pieces when he was

a teenager. In the past decade, Zhao’s music was widely
performed in concert halls, music festivals and colleges in
the major cities including New York, Los Angeles,
Chicago, Boston, San Francisco, Vienna, Helsinki,
Shanghai and Beijing etc. Furthermore, he is the winner or
nominee of the First Chinese Music Competition (Third
Prize, China), Golden Key International Composition
Competition (First Prize, United States), the First Sibelius
International Composition Competition (Nomination),
World Piano Teacher Association Composition Competition
(Second Prize, First Prize not Awarded), Bartok International
Composition Competition (Nomination) and among many others.

Zixiang Zhao catalog includes a number of chamber and ensemble works, including orchestral work Turbo (20) and Concerto for
Orchestra, chamber work The Portrait of Libra, for violin and piano (2014), String Quartet No.2 (2015), Five Scenes of Los Angeles-for
piano quintet (2015/18), Rhapsody Chamber Concerto (2013) and solo work Quartet for a Violin Solo (2014-15) etc. He is best known for
his piano music composing. His piano solo works including Celebration for Beijing 2008 (2007) , The Pipa Sutra (2013) and The Feast of
Plucked Instruments (2018) were performed at concert hall, music festival, music college and piano competition among over thirty
important cities worldwide, and also analyzed by music journals.

As an experienced composition teacher, Zhao’s students were admitted to many important music schools in the U.S, including Manhattan,
Mannes School of Music, Boston Conservatory at Berklee, University of Southern California, Arizona and California State, Boston,
Indiana University and Central Conservatory of Music in China. Some of them won prizes at important national and international
composition competitions.

As a pianist, Zhao is dedicated to performing and promoting contemporary music in addition to traditional repertoires of piano music. He
premiered more than 10 new solo and ensemble works by Chinese and American composers in the past decade. Also he composed and
performed many piano works in jazz or pop style.

Zixiang Zhao graduated from China’s Central Conservatory of Music and University of Southern California Thornton School of Music
majoring in composition. His teachers include Chinese composers Shi Wanchun, Guo Wenjing, American composers Donald Crockett and
Stephen Hartke.
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